senior clinical lecturer in general practice at Birmingham, where his teaching was innovative and influenced the curricula of all UK medical schools. He was one of the first people to recognise the importance of teaching and assessing communication skills. In 1981 he became one of the first professors in general practice, pursuing his academic vision of holistic generalist medicine at the heart of caring, costeffective general practice. He retired in 1991.
As President of the RCGP he had to deal with a dispute with the Chief Examiner, which led to Michael being the only President to exercise the ultimate power of the presidency by requesting the Chair of Council's resignation. In doing so he brought to an end the problem and was thought by many to have played a key role in preserving the College. He was recognised in 1989 with a knighthood for services to medicine. He was hugely influential in helping our discipline move from the second-rank career choice in medicine to equal status to the specialties.
He was a colossus without pretension, a visionary without expectation, a truly exceptional role model and an inspirational leader. To be in his company was to be rendered helpless with laughter much of the time. In retirement he was Chair of Age Concern and the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign. He leaves his wife Joan, children Mark, Linda, Simon, and James, and five grandchildren. "He was hugely influential in helping our discipline move from the second-rank career choice in medicine to equal status to the specialties."
